American Postal Workers Union, AFL-CIO
MEMORANDUM

From the Office of President Mark Dimondstein
1300 L Street NW
Washington, DC 20005

To: All National, State, Local, Retiree and Auxiliary Leaders
From: Mark Dimondstein, President
Date: July 30, 2025

RE: Proclamations on the 250" Anniversary of the Post Office

Dear APWU Family,

The 250" Anniversary gives us a great opportunity to build ever more support for the public Postal Service in the
face of the billionaire led efforts to privatize our wonderful national treasure, remove it from the ownership of
the people, and turn it over to private companies for private profit.

Through the rest of this anniversary year, | am asking all of you to work with local and state government entities
such as City Councils, County Commissions, Mayor Offices, State Legislative bodies, Tribal governments etc. to
pass and promote “Proclamations” recognizing this Anniversary milestone, the significance of the U.S. Postal
Service to the people and opposing dismantling of the Post Office.

Strong proclamations from various government entities throughout the entire swath of the country (from the
largest cities to small towns) will help firm up the defense of the Post Office at a time where the USPS itself, our
jobs and our union are under extreme threat.

| encourage you to establish “ad hoc” local committees to move this project forward. One of our strengths is we
are entrenched in our communities, represent workers throughout the entire political spectrum and have
relationships with many local and state elected representatives.

Enclosed is a “Sample” Proclamation. This can be a starting point as you work with your local and state
governments to help craft and pass the resolutions. Preliminary and planning meetings with elected
representatives will be helpful as we need standard bearers to move the process forward. In addition, having
workers and community members and postal customers mobilized to speak at and attend various meetings will
help solidify the support. | have appointed Vi Ward at APWU Headquarters to help coordinate this effort. If you
have any questions she can be reached at: vward@apwu.org.

This work is part of ensuring that the Post Office remains public, vital and vibrant for the next 250 years!

in Solidarity,

ULl




Proclamation on the 250" Anniversary of the United States Post Office

Whereas, 2025 is the year of the 250%™ Anniversary of the creation of the United States Post Office, the
predecessor of the modern Postal Service, one year earlier than the founding of the country itself, and
later enshrined in the U.S. Constitution, and

Whereas, the Postal Service has played a significant role in the historical development of the country
from the establishment of roads, railways, and airlines, and a vital part of the fabric binding together
the people of the country, and

Whereas, the Universal Service Obligation (USO) in current law which enables the population to
receive equal and affordable services no matter who we are or where we live is a democratic right of
the people, and

Whereas, the U.S. Postal Service serves 169 million addresses six, and sometimes, seven days a week,
and

Whereas, the USPS does not receive taxpayer money but rather runs on its own revenue created by
postage and postal products, and

Whereas, due to its public mission, the Postal Service is the low-cost anchor of the $1.3 trillion dollar
mailing and package industry which supports 7 million jobs across the country, and

Whereas, the Postal Service is an important source of good, union, living-wage jobs with fair hiring
practices and equal pay for equal work for workers from all walks of life, and is one of the largest
employers of Veterans, and

Whereas, any effort to privatize the USPS, in whole or in part, would undermine the very public
mission of the Postal Service, the Universal Service mandate and the dedicated work of hundreds of
thousands of public servants, and

Whereas, while communication habits are always changing, the USPS remains a vital source of
communications, the exchange of ideas, financial transactions, private and secure correspondence,
mail-order medications, mail-in voting and e-commerce packages, and a host of opportunities for new
and expanded services, and

Whereas, the United States Postal Service is owned by the people and is a wonderful national treasure
encapsulating the best of government “of, by and for the people,” therefore be it

Resolved, that on this day/month/year the City Council (or appropriate government entity) of

goes on record in support of the public mission of the USPS contained in the 1970 Postal
Reorganization Act which says: “The United States Postal Service shall be operated as a basic and
fundamental service provided to the people by the Government of the United States, authorized by the
Constitution , created by Act of Congress and supported by the people. The Postal Service shall have as
its basic function the obligation to bind the Nation together...” and be it further

Resolved that this body appreciates the role of the U.S. Postal Service on its 250th Anniversary, salutes
the hard-working postal workers from all walks of life who serve the people and business community,
and supports a robust and thriving public Postal Service for generations to come!



Helpful Ideas for Advancing the Proclamation in Your Area

Cities, Towns, Counties, County Executives, Mayors, State Legislators, Municipalities, and even
Governors can issue proclamations. The APWU asserts that the Postal Service’s sustaining
success, which is evidence of the labors of workers, must be celebrated for its vital contribution to
communities on behalf of the American People. This is a non-partisan effort.

PREPARE

» Explain the reason we are getting proclamations signed nationwide at a union meeting,
picnic, phone call, by email, or other means.

» Ask others to join you or appoint someone to organize people to get the proclamation signed.
Appointing a committee would be ideal.

» Choose which body (City Council, Town Council, etc.) to target. In making this determination,
consider who has connections with people in these bodies, which body has the potential to
reach a wider audience, and which body is likely to get the proclamation signed.

> APWU locals and state associations have members who live and work in various jurisdictions.
Map out which towns, cities, counties, etc. your members can bring the proclamation to for
consideration

RESEARCH

> After you have chosen the body to approach, find out the guidelines and process for getting
your proclamation signed.
e Callthe local clerk’s office to discover the procedure to request a proclamation.
e Some cities have a section outlining the process for submitting proclamations on their
website. You could search for terms like “proclamation,” “ceremonial services,” or “city
clerk.”

DESIGN YOUR PROCLAMATION AND PREPARE YOUR REQUEST

> The APWU has designed a sample proclamation for you to begin with but be flexible. You
may have to tweak the contents to get the proclamation signed.

e Many bodies issue proclamations for events, observances, and issues that benefit the
community. Be sure to understand the criteria used and follow those guidelines.

e After you design and review your proclamation, prepare to submit the request in
writing according to the procedure required by the city council or the other body that
you have chosen.

e Write a cover letter with the contact person’s name, contact information, a statement
about the purpose of the proclamation, and a desired date of passing.

o Keep this information until you are ready to proceed later.



CREATE OR CULTIVATE A RELATIONSHIP

> Now that you are ready, use connections with council members that your members may

have or create the connections.
e Setup ameeting to introduce your committee or work group.
e Tell them about your group and that you would like to strengthen or create an ongoing
relationship with them to benefit their constituents.
e Setup a follow-up meeting to check in. Be prepared to talk about getting the
proclamation signed at the next meeting.

MAKE THE FORMAL REQUEST

>

>
>

Adhere to the prescribed procedure, including the requested format, and submit your
proclamation request.

Inquire about the status in a couple of weeks.

Organize APWU members, other postal workers, community members and allies to the
public meeting where the proclamation will be debated. Help them prepare to speak in
favor of the proclamation and their experience with the Postal Service

FOLLOW-UP AFTER THE PROCLAMATION IS SIGNED

>

Make an event out of the signing! Let your members know about your success. Use all your
communication channels.
Find out the body’s process for signing (in person, virtually?). Determine the number
allowed to attend and invite members to attend.
Notify local newspapers and media outlets about the signing event.
Once the proclamation is signed, distribute the proclamation widely.

e Give copies of the proclamation to local reporters.

e Hold a news conference and display an enlarged copy of the proclamation.

e Send copies of the proclamation to local newspapers and networks.

e Display the proclamation in prominent places in the city.

e Send a copy of the completed proclamation and any photos to

communications@apwu.org



